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throne and restore Buddhism. By a stratagem, cunningly devised
and skilfully carried out, he succeeded in killing the king of
Kashmir. He then banished the chief ministers of the Court,
and reinstated Buddhism as the religion ol the country, and
then returned to his own kingdom. But, the pilgrim adds, m
the course of time the ELritiyas, who still hated the Buddhists
and bore them grudges, regained the sovereignty and at Yuan-
chuang's time the country had no faith in Buddhism and gave
itself up to other sects.

The Himatala of this passage is a country of which
we have some account in the XIIth chuan (Book) of these
Records, and it will meet us again.

The pilgrim now proceeds to mention some of the noteworthy
sacred objects connected with Buddhism in this district, and he
begins with a Monastery containing above 300 Brethren, and at
it a tope built for a Tooth-relic of the Buddha. These build-
ings, he tells us, were situated on the south side of a mountain
to the north of the old capital, and above ten li south-east from
the new capital. The tooth, brought from India, was preserved
in the tope and Yuan-chuang describes its size and colour. We
have also the legend of the acquisition of this relic by a per-
secuted monk of the country who had gone to India on a
pilgrimage.

The Tooth-relic here mentioned was not allowed to
remain in Kashmir and was carried away a few years
after Tuan-chuang's visit by the great king Siladitya.1

Our pilgrim goes on to describe that about fourteen li (about
three miles) to the south of the Monastery at the Tooth-tope
was a small Monastery which contained a standing image of the
P'usa ELuan-tzu-tsai (Kuan-yin P'usa). To importunate earnest
worshippers this P'usa occasionally caused his golden body to
emerge from the image.

On a mountain above thirty li south-east from this were the
ruins of a fine large old monastery. At the time of the pilgrim's
visit, he tells us, only a two-storey building in one corner of it
was inhabited, and this contained thirty Brethren who were all
students of the Mahayana system. It was in this monastery

1 There was a sacred tooth in Kashmir in Baron Hiigel's time.
The Brahmins of Baramulla, in whose keeping it was, declared that
the tooth was that of an ancient jin, but Hiigel says it was an ele-
phant's tooth "and of no great age to judge from its appearance."